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New Raymer, Colorado February 1, 2019

Congratulations, old building, mercantile, general store, and sturdy structure
of yesteryear—you have been awarded your first grant!! You are like an old
reliable ally, our first structure in the town, just standing by and waiting for
someone to rescue your old skeleton and wipe off the cobwebs and restore
you to your glory days! Thanks to the State Historical Fund grant just award-
ed, we are on your doorstep to begin the process! Thanks to all those who
helped us get here!

Photo 2: Elias Seldin in Front of the Store, circa 1924
{Photo Courtesy of Sonia ImMasche)

An amendment to the Homestead Act of 1862, the Enlarged Homestead Act,
was passed in 1909 and doubled the allotted acreage from 160 to 320 acres.
The Town of Raymer started to rebuild in 1909 and 1910 with many settlers
arriving by train.

Iillie Storz is sharing her family's history; both her parents' families were
settlers in New Raymer. Her father, Merritt Gneiser, married Irene Feyerherm
in 1940. The Feyerherm family came from Nebraska, as did many of these
families arriving at the time. Merritt is Paul and Bertha Gneiser's son.
Bertha's maiden name was Nickerson. The photo below is Merritt at his
family farm southwest of New Raymer that he would come back and visit.
The Gneiser farm is also shown. Merritt passed away in 2010.

A copy of lrene's sixth grade certificate is attached, showing she attended
school in New Raymer. Their wedding in 1940 was at the New Raymer
community building.
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Merritt Gneiser visiting his family farm



NEW RAYMER OR RAYMER??

This Weld County town has 100
people and two names

Is it Raymer or New Raymer? The journalists of Next with Kyle Clark

sought to find out.
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It's a Weld County town with a population of about 100 people. But, what it lacks up in size, it makes up for
in history ... and in names.

So ... is it Raymer or New Raymer? We asked Friends of Raymer — a nonprofit dedicated to preserving the
town's history — to settle the debate.

“The town of Raymer is what it was incorporated as,” said Talia Siens, the secretary of Friends of Raymer.
“The post office opened in 1909 and they're the ones that insisted on it being the town of New Raymer to
distinguish it from the town of Ramah, which is in El Paso County.”

0 Trina Kauk © Thank you, Talia, for that concise explanation!

Like - Reply - 4w 0:

o Patricia Hoffman When | went to school their it was called NEW
RAYMER.
Like - Reply - 4w O
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0 Trina Kauk © | found this in the New Raymer Booster Club
minutes. It lends credence to the name being changed by the Post
Office. The town wasn't pleased apparently but it was done so that
Ramabh in southern Colorado was not confused with Raymer—thus
our Post Office became New Raymer back before 1920.

New Raymer Booster Club Minutes regarding changing the

name of the Post Office from New Raymer to Raymer



